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AND THE WINNERS ARE . . .
Calendar
of Events
Jan 21
Jan 28
Feb 7
Feb 14
Feb 20

Red Carpet Gala
Supermarket Sweepstakes
Chamber Board Meeting
Valentine’s Day
CVB Board Meeting

Deemed outstanding in their respective categories, these homes received First Place and Carrington Cash for their Outdoor Lighting
Décor this holiday season:
SIMPLY ELEGANT: Gaylen & Bonnie Rosenau 280 Cottonwood Ave.
MOST UNIQUE: Scott & Shannon Mehring 545 Joal Drive.
GRISWOLD AWARD (going all out): Kathy Cabler 330 2nd St N.
Congrats to all!

2nd Chance Drawings

Chamber
Board
Kerry Anderson
Dennis Swanson
Katie Florhaug
Jeff Welk
Nikki Mertz
Amie Aesoph
Drew Higgins
The board meets the first
Tuesday of each month.

Thanks to all businesses who participated in our new Scratch & WIN Christmas
promotion! Here are the six lucky gift card winners from the 2nd Chance
Drawing held in January. Top: Janelle Dunwoody, Lori Lura and Donna Sharbono. Bottom: Anna Pierce, Sara Richter and Mary Waagen & grandson.
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Ambassador Visits

Ambassador Committee Members toured the newly remodeled Emergency Room at CHI St Alexius—Carrington Medical Center during the 100 Year of Care celebration in November. A
highlight of the remodel is that patients will have more privacy with the added enclosed patient
bay. Chamber Ambassadors held a ribbon cutting at Carrington Medical Center's new ER unveil to
congratulate them. It's awesome and a wonderful improvement! We are proud of our hospital &
clinic here in Carrington!— with Chris Bichler, Jodi Hovdenes, Geoff Theurer,Mariann Doeling, Paul
Zink, Vern Anderson, Brianne Partlow, Ken Hansen, Tiffany L Paulson and Katie Florhaug.

100 Years of Care Celebration
Many community members enjoyed the
activities held at the 100 Years of Care
Celebration! A complimentary noon
meal was served, tours were held, door
prizes and trivia games and much, much
more took place. Here’s to another 100
Years!
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Employee of the Month
Congratulations to Greg Grenz of KDAK radio who has received
the Employee of the Month honor for December from our
Chamber! Way to go Greg!
Greg was nominated for his great commitment to his job and
the community. For example, he braved the elements during
the December blizzard to get to the radio station on foot to
keep us all informed. He really cares about the community too!
Greg received a framed certificate and $20 in Carrington Cash.

Have you received exceptional service or had someone go above and beyond in their job? You
can nominate them to receive the Chamber’s Employee of the Month award. The nomination form
is available at the Chamber office or online on our website www.cgtn-nd.com

Renewing Your Chamber Membership
Soon the first quarter Chamber membership renewals will be arriving in your mailbox. We
sincerely appreciate your support as our board of directors works diligently to put your dollars
to work for our members and community. A focus in 2016 has been workforce challenges
along with childcare shortages and rental housing. The Carrington Industry Roundtable discussions have been helpful is identifying those needs and some solutions. On your membership renewal form you will have the opportunity to give financial support to this endeavor.
We have begun a marketing campaign known as Consider Carrington. Please take a moment
to check out the new FACEBOOK page— Consider Carrington!

Pasta Days Planning Meeting—Jan 31
In July 2017, it will be 25 years since the groundbreaking of the Dakota Growers Pasta Co. How
fortunate we are to be the home of the 3rd largest pasta producer in North America!
To commemorate this milestone, there is a week-long celebration of events scheduled for July
10-15 here in Carrington. We’ll bring back some of the ideas from previous Pasta Fest celebrations and hopefully have some new ideas as well.
Any individuals, organizations, businesses or volunteers interested in helping with the planning,
promotion and helping of the Pasta Days Celebration is invited to come to the first planning
meeting on Tuesday, January 31 at 6:30 pm at the Chieftain. Everyone is welcome to attend and share ideas! For more information, please contact Laurie Dietz at the Chamber / CVB
office: 652-2524 or email to chambergal@daktel.com
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Christmas Cash
Our Christmas Cash program was down this season in dollars of loans/spending.
Total amount of Christmas Cash spent for this season was $77,945 to date. In the previous year
(2015-16) $81,490.00 was spent and in (2014-15) the spending was $98,835.00.
It appears that online shopping is impacting local retail businesses.

Like us on Facebook—keep up with what’s happening with the Carrington Area Chamber of Commerce and also our Carrington Convention &
Visitors Bureau! NEW: Consider Carrington! CHECK IT OUT TODAY!

Business After Hours
Carrington Youth Center hosted Business After
Hours in November. Folks came out to see the
new updates at the CYC and congratulate them.
We are so fortunate to have such a wonderful
Youth Center in our community

At left, Chamber Chairman Kerry Anderson & CYC board
member, Chris Bichler enjoy some of the wonderful food
provided.

Welcome Bags for New Residents
The Chamber puts together the Welcome bags for new residents in our community. If you have
something from your business that you would like to contribute—please contact the Chamber office.
You are invited to submit coupons, pens, little freebies, business cards, brochures or whatever you
would like—to promote your business.

Don’t miss this chance to get the word out about what you have to offer!
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Board meeting minutes
CHAMBER BOARD MEETING
DECEMBER 14, 2016 - 12:00 NOON
CHIEFTAIN
ATTENDING: Kerry Anderson, Nicole Threadgold, Jeff Welk, Katie Florhaug, and Laurie Dietz. ABSENT: Dennis Swanson, Wendy Bahm,
Kristin Cabler, and Denise Schuchard.
The meeting was called to order by Chairman Kerry Anderson. Nicole moved to approve the minutes of the November 1, 2016 meeting as written.
Seconded by Jeff, motion carried. Financial report was presented. Katie moved to approve the report, seconded by Jeff. Motion carried. A draft of
the 2017 budget was reviewed.
OLD BUSINESS
Committee reports: Ambassadors –Most recent visit was for the new ER remodel at CHI-Carrington and their 100 years of care celebration. Pageant –
Nothing new to report. Birding Drives Dakota – Registration for the festival is now on the website and we have received some registrations already.
The new birding booklet is being printed this month. Healthy Communities – Minutes of the last meeting were shared. The upcoming meeting is Dec
20. Welcome Wagon – Laurie is collecting more items for the bags. Carrington Endowment –Letters requesting donations have been mailed out. New
city auditor Easton Page will take Heather Carr’s position on the advisory committee. Membership Update – Planning to make our goal. Newest
Chamber member is Gussiaas Electric LLP. CDC – JDA – CVB: CDC – Met on November 22. New incoming board members are Deedra Aasand and Scott Buchholtz. They heard updates on the ‘Consider Carrington’ project and were receptive to our efforts. CVB - minutes were shared.
They are working on ideas for the Pasta Celebration in July 2017. JDA- Nicole reported that the JDA met this week and discussed some funding
requests and also the possibility of new rental units being built. There will be new JDA members coming on board now. -Carrington Garden Club:
Laurie reported that she is working with Jess Earle on a grant for the landscaping for the roundabout. Both the City Council and the County Commission have pledged matching dollars to satisfy the grant requirements. Grant is due December 30. Looking for letters of support. Retail & Promotion Committee – Scratch Off Christmas Promotion: The promotion is underway with 18 businesses participating. Discussion on the final 2 nd chance drawings at the end of the month. Perhaps the committee can come up with some promotion ideas for the 1 st quarter 2017. Of note, there will be a
supermarket sweepstakes event in January sponsored by Carrington Kiwanis Club and Leever’s with proceeds to benefit the backpack program
through Carrington Daily Bread.
-Building signage: Discussion on type of new signage for the front of the Chamber building. Katie moved to go with the proposed sign by Justin
Kollman (4x8 size) along with the new lettering for the front door. Seconded by Jeff, motion carried.
- Craft & Gift Extravaganza: The date was November 5. Lots of no-shows for the booths. Many of our long standing vendors did not attend. Poor
attendance by the public as well. We’ll have to re-evaluate having this event in the future.
-2017 Celebration: Have not yet met with DGPC to work on details. CVB is involved as well. Dates of the celebration will be July 10-14.
-Carrington Industry Roundtable Discussions: Upcoming meeting is scheduled for Thursday December 15 at noon at the Chieftain. JDA will host. Everyone is welcome to attend. Three subcommittees have formed: Funding, Community Building and Marketing. ‘Consider Carrington’ is the new
Facebook page and will be the tagline on promotions.
-Christmas Cash Program: Program is well underway. We are redeeming about the same amount of Christmas Cash as last year at this time.
-Christmas Around the Town & Parade: The date was Monday, December 5. The parade had about 12 entries and the Jamestown Choralaires also participated and it was so nice. The weather caused a lot of people to head for home rather than shop so that didn’t go well. Winners of the parade
were: 1st place: Harildstad Tax and 2nd place: Wholesale Ag. All nice entries this year.
-Board of Directors Election: The names on the ballot were Amie Aasoph, Nikki Mertz and Drew Higgins.
No other write ins. These three will come on board at the January meeting and will fill the board positions of Kristin Cabler, Nicole Threadgold and
Wendy Bahm.
Electronic Sign: Not much new to report. Still looking at grant ideas and when the County Commission was approached, they were in favor of the
idea. We could display notices for Emergency Management on the sign at a moment’s notice. We’ll continue to work on funding for this.
-Scholarship Program: Laurie is ready to disburse the check for our winner this year – Sara Myers. The check will be made out to the school. We’ll be
encouraging applications for 2017 by promoting this in the Independent, on KDAK and also at the school. This scholarship is geared toward students that are employed by Chamber member businesses.
NEW BUSINESS
-Dates for 2017 Events: Laurie shared a tentative schedule of events for 2017.
-2017 Budget: A draft of the budget was reviewed earlier during the financial report. We will tweak it and approve at January meeting.
- Laurie’s Annual Review / Exempt Salary Rules: Discussion on new rules which were to go into effect on December 1 but have been blocked. Not
sure how this will be addressed with the new incoming President.
Laurie left the meeting and the board held a review. Katie moved to increase Laurie’s salary 5%, increase monthly IRA contribution to $425, to
continue $50 copay towards cell phone and also a Christmas bonus of $300 in Carrington Cash. Seconded by Nicole, motion carried.
-Other: A request for donations for the upcoming Carrington Medical Center Foundation’s Red Carpet Gala event on January 21 has been received.
Katie moved to donate the same as last year – a check for $100. Seconded by Jeff, motion carried.
APPROVAL OF BILLS: Jeff moved to approve and pay all bills presented. Seconded by Katie, motion carried.
NEXT MEETING DATE: January 10 at the Prairie Inn. Meeting adjourned.
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Board meeting minutes
CHAMBER BOARD MEETING
JANUARY 10, 2017 - 12:00 NOON
PRAIRIE INN
ATTENDING: Kerry Anderson, Jeff Welk, Katie Florhaug, Dennis Swanson, Drew Higgins, Nikki Mertz and Laurie Dietz. ABSENT: Amie Aesoph, The meeting was called to order by Chairman Kerry Anderson. Dennis moved to approve the minutes of the December 14, 2016 meeting with
the following correction – ‘a check for a $100 donation was given for the Carrington Medical Center’s Gala Event’. Seconded by Jeff, motion carried.
Financial report and 2017 budget was presented. Dennis moved to approve the financial report and budget with the changes of adding the Scholarship of $500 as a line item and also working toward increasing our activities to bring in the income to $5,000, seconded by Katie. Motion carried.
OLD BUSINESS
Committee reports: Ambassadors –Laurie reported that she is lining up some visits. We didn’t get any done in December. Pageant – Cancelled and
nothing new to report. Birding Drives Dakota – Registration for the festival is now on the website and we have received some registrations already.
The new birding booklet is done. Healthy Communities – Minutes of the last meeting were shared. The upcoming meeting is January 17. Welcome
Wagon – Two bags went out recently. Carrington Endowment –The fund received donations totaling $16,585.00 in 2016 which is awesome. The
Otto Bremer Trust is no longer matching funds at this time. New city auditor Easton Page will take Heather Carr’s position on the advisory committee. Membership Update – Did not make the goal we had set in the budget. Still collecting late 2016 dues. CDC – JDA – CVB: CDC – Have not
met since November 22. CVB - minutes were shared. They are working on ideas for the Pasta Celebration in July 2017. JDA- No report. Carrington Garden Club: Dennis reported that the monthly meetings will resume on February 6. The hanging flower baskets have been ordered for
spring. The club will be seeking sponsors once again. A grant has been submitted for $10,000 to landscape the roundabout. No word yet on whether it has been approved. Retail & Promotion Committee – Scratch Off Christmas Promotion: The promotion has ended with 18 businesses participating. Surveys have been sent out to gather feedback from the participating businesses. Of note, there will be a supermarket sweepstakes event in
January sponsored by Carrington Kiwanis Club and Leevers Foods with proceeds to benefit the backpack program through Carrington Daily Bread.
Tickets are now available.
- Building signage: The sign has been delivered and looks great. Installation will need to be done but probably when we have some better weather.
Justin Kollman will work on the lettering on the door when the weather is warmer.
- 2017 Celebration: Met with Amie of DGPC last week. They would like to hold a fun evening and meal in the park during the week of the celebration. CVB is working on a street dance for July 14. Laurie will be setting up a community meeting for January to get the public involved.
-Carrington Industry Roundtable Discussions: The last meeting was held Thursday December 15 at noon at the Chieftain. Kerry, Jeff, and Laurie
attended representing the Chamber. Working on a strategic planning session to be held on February 1 at the CREC from 1:30 pm to 4:00 pm. A
housing meeting has been set up with representatives from USDA Rural Development on January 18 at the Chieftain. Kerry is interested in attending
also. A Childcare Appreciation evening is being planned to invite local childcare providers to an evening where we offer food, door prizes etc to
show them appreciation. Also Verla Jung from Childcare Resource and Referral will be there with information for them and hopefully others who
are interested in starting up local childcare. The JDA approved spending $250 toward this if the Chamber will also spend $250. Nikki moved to
approve $250 toward the Childcare, seconded by Katie, motion carried.
-Christmas Cash Program: Program is finishing up. There were 21 businesses that turned in Christmas Cash for a total of $77,900 as of today. More
may show up yet in the coming weeks. Last year we redeemed about $81,535 total.
Electronic Sign: Dennis reported that he has been in touch with Indigo Signs and so far we’re just on hold until we fund some grant funding. Jess
Earle from Emergency Management is checking to see if there are any grants to pursue for this project. We’ll continue to work on funding for this.
-Scholarship Program: A check has been sent for Sara Myers scholarship. The check was be made out to the school. We’ll be encouraging applications for 2017 by promoting this in the Independent, on KDAK and also at the school. This scholarship is geared toward students that are employed
by Chamber member businesses.
-Dates for 2017 Events: Laurie shared a tentative schedule of events for 2017.
NEW BUSINESS
-Election of Officers: Dennis moved to cast unanimous ballot for current officers to continue in their positions. Seconded by Jeff, motion carried.
-Annual Meeting of Chamber, CDC, CVB, JDA: Laurie will check on possible dates for the Annual Meeting and check with the other organizations
as well. Discussion on door prizes and other ideas.
APPROVAL OF BILLS: Katie moved to approve and pay all bills presented. Seconded by Dennis, motion carried.
NEXT MEETING DATE: February 7 at Pizza Ranch. Meeting adjourned.
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New Members in 2016
Business Members:
AFLAC—Julie Brown
Dakota Global Livestock
Dakota Rustics
Gussiaas Electric LLP
Leevers Foods
Lioness-Protect Your Pride
McLaughlin Natural Health

Individual Members:
Jill Edinger
Linda Schuster

Thanks for your support!

THANK YOU
TO: Nicole Threadgold, Wendy Bahm and Kristin Cabler
Thanks so much to our outgoing Chamber board members for
their years of service to our Chamber of Commerce! We will
miss you and the work and ideas that you brought to our
organization.

Carrington Community Endowment Fund
The Carrington Community Endowment Fund is accepting grant applications for its 2017 grant
round. Applications are available at Bremer Bank, the Chamber of Commerce office or online at
www.ndcf.net/carrington and will be accepted until March 15, 2017.
Organizations that would qualify for grant funding include those holding a current 501C3 tax status from the IRS, any government entity such as schools, park districts and organizations with a
formal city government relationship. Grants are limited to organizations that serve the city of
Carrington.
The Carrington Community Endowment Fund is a permanent endowment fund, meaning that all
gifts to the Endowment Fund are placed into a permanent fund where only the earnings are used
on an annual basis to make grants. A local Advisory Board will review all grant applications and
make recommendations on funding amounts.
For questions, please contact Paul Zink at 652-3127 or Laurie Dietz at 652-2524.
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Board Member Profile
We have three new board members starting their terms now in January. They are Amie Aesoph
of Dakota Growers Pasta Co., Drew Higgins of Leevers Foods and Nikki Mertz of Farm Credit Services. This month we’ll highlight Amie Aesoph.

Amie works in Human Resources for Dakota Growers Pasta Co.
as a Recruiting Manager. She has been with DGPC for 2 years.
Amie has been in the business of people for her entire career.
Amie has three children and is married to Steven Aesoph. They
live in Jamestown. Steven and Amie also own InspireU, a fitness, fashion and custom headband company.
They enjoy spending time at their lake home in Minnesota and
traveling to hockey games across the state.
Amie is also the Site Director/Jamestown Founder for BIO Girls
Running Club, Jamestown Civil Service Commission Member,
St. John’s Acedemy Giving Hearts Day Committee Member, Carrington Kiwanis Club Member, MN/Dakotas Kiwanis District
Youth Protection Manager, Tri-Chair for ‘Consider Carrington’
campaign, and Carrington BackPack Program Committee Member.
Amie believes that the Chamber plays an integral role in bringing businesses and community members together. We are better together, promoting our community and taking pride in our
accomplishments.

Carrington Garden Club
The Carrington Garden Club had a very busy first year. Some of the highlights include: A Pot
Party (planting flowerpots), organizing the spectacular hanging flower baskets around Carrington,
a Fair Booth, had an entry in the Independence Day parade, came up with a beautiful and creative landscape plan for our new roundabout, have initiated a FACEBOOK page, had an entry in the
Christmas Light Parade and more!
The Carrington Garden Club will meet again on the first Monday in March. If anyone would like
more information, please contact the Chamber office at 652-2524 or co-chairs Dennis Swanson
and Lori Cook.

CHAMBER NEWSLETTER

PAGE 9

Joint Annual Meeting
Plans are underway for the Annual Meeting of the Chamber of Commerce, Convention & Visitors
Bureau, Community Development Corporation and the Job Development Authority. A date and
place will be announced soon.
There will be booth space available if anyone would like to display or showcase something from
their business or organization. The meeting will kick off with the meal at 6 pm and reports to
follow. Tickets will be printed soon and are available at the Chamber office and also City Hall.

Trivia Time
How many Chamber member businesses participated
in our new Scratch & WIN Christmas promotion?
A. 12
B. 24
C. 18
Winner and answer for the last question: Stacey Rzaszutak correctly answered Facebook, Connection newsletter, radio and newspaper for the
ways the Chamber communicates with our members and the community.

Be the FIRST person to email the
Chamber office with the correct trivia
answer and you could WIN a free
small pi z z a cou rt esy of th e
Carrington Pizza Ranch!
chambergal@daktel.com

Find out more Find out more about Chamber and community activities by listening to ‘Here’s What’s Happening’
on KDAK radio Mondays at 8:40 am and reading the occasional Chamber Chatter articles in the
Foster County Independent.

Put your $$$ where your
heart is . . .
BUY LOCAL—USE LOCAL

Carrington Area Chamber of Commerce

871 Main Street
Carrington, ND 58421
Phone: 701-652-2524
E-mail:
chambergal@daktel.com
www.cgtn-nd.com

Like Us!

Looking ahead Here are some dates to jot down on your calendar:
April 21

Crossroads Golf Annual Night Out—Dueling Pianos

May 20

Spring City Wide Yard Sales

May 28

CHS Graduation

June 14-18 Potholes & Prairie Birding Festival

June 13

Annual Chamber Golf Day

June 22-24 Foster County Fair
July 4

Parade & Fireworks

July 10-15

Pasta Days (celebrating 25 yrs since groundbreaking at DGPC)

