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Annual Meeting
Calendar
of Events
Jan 31
Feb 5
Mar 5
Mar 9
Mar 19
Mar 28

Consider Carrington Mtg
Chamber Board Meeting
Chamber Board Meeting
Gardening Plus Saturday
Kiwanis Pancake Day
Annual Meeting

Plans are underway for the Annual Meeting of the Carrington Chamber
of Commerce, Convention & Visitors Bureau, Carrington Community
Development Corporation and the Job Development Authority.
A date of Thursday, March 28 has been set and the venue is the
CrossRoads Golf. We will have a social hour, nice meal and annual reports which will include speakers from new or expanding businesses.
Booth space will be available for any business or organization that is
interested. There is no charge.

Advance tickets may be purchased and can be invoiced. Anyone is
welcome to attend to hear what’s happening in the Central City.

Carrington Community Endowment Fund

Chamber
Board
Nikki Mertz
Nicole Threadgold
Rosie Mozelle
Suzie LaBelle
Matt Paulson
Scott Buchholtz
Linda Schuster
The board meets the first
Tuesday of each month.

The Carrington Community Endowment Fund will begin accepting
grant applications for the 2019 grant cycle on January 1, 2019. Only
applications submitted online will be accepted, and technical assistance will be available for anyone who needs it. Applicants must be
designated by the IRS as a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization, or a government agency. Groups without such designation seeking to apply
may enlist a fiscal sponsor. Applications must be submitted by March
15.
For instructions on how to register your organization and to apply for
a grant, visit www.NDCF.net/Carrington and click on the Apply tab. If
you have questions, you are encouraged to call the North Dakota
Community Foundation at 701-222-8349, or locally Paul Zink 6523127 / Laurie Dietz 652-2524.
The Carrington Community Endowment Fund was established in 1980
as a permanent endowment fund managed by the North Dakota Community Foundation. Earnings from the fund are given as grants every
year to organizations that support the Carrington community.
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Ambassador Visits
Chamber Ambassadors happily
held a ribbon cutting for Ashley
Guthmiller - owner of the new
Body Kneads Therapeutic
Massage LLC. This new business and Chamber member is
located at 40 Tenth Ave N Suite
2 in Carrington. There are gift
certificates available - who
doesn't want a massage to feel
more relaxed? You may reach
Ashley at 701-650-6574.
Attending the ribbon cutting
were: L to R Katie Florhaug, Brianne Partlow, Paul Zink, Ashley
Guthmiller - owner, Ken Hansen
and Chris Bichler.

Petals and Stems recently had a
visit from the Carrington Area
Chamber of Commerce Ambassador
group. The Ambassadors offered
congratulations to Brenda Bush on
celebrating her first year in business. The floral shop offers one of a
kind flower arrangements for all occasions as well as indoor plants and
more. It is located in the Klocke
Building on Hwy 281 S.

Pictured left to right are: Tiffany
Paulson, Dr. Vern Anderson, owner
- Brenda Bush, Paul Zink, Arlene
Rodacker (floral shop assistant and
mom) and Denise Schuchard.
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Ambassador Visits
Carrington Chamber Ambassadors recently visited The Cardinal - KDAK
1600 Carrington to recognize several
happenings! We had a chance to see
the nice new studio and offices now
located on Main Street (just like in the
old days), met Kevin Walker - Sales
Rep, and heard about the launch of the
Carrington local FM station 100.1
which has been up and running for a
few months now. WOW! A lot of great
happenings. KDAK has been around
since about 1961. Owner is i3G Media.
Congrats KDAK & Greg Grenz!
Pictured L to R are: Denise Schuchard,
Stacey Rzaszutak, Kevin Walker, Nicole
Threadgold, Paul Zink, Greg Grenz,
and Scott Buchholtz.

Do YOU have something new going on in YOUR business? We
want to know about it—give us a call and we want to recognize it!

Chamber Scholarship
Each year our Carrington Area Chamber of Commerce selects one CHS senior to receive a $500
scholarship. One of the criteria on the application is that the student must be employed by a
Chamber member business to apply. We appreciate our student workforce in our community.
The application is available online at www.cgtn-nd.com, at our Chamber office and also with
Joan Copenhaver at Carrington High School. Applications are due April 1.

Welcome Bags
The Chamber puts together the Welcome bags for new residents in our community. If you have
something from your business that you would like to contribute—please contact the Chamber
office. You are invited to submit coupons, pens, little freebies, business cards, brochures or
whatever you would like—to promote your business.

Don’t miss this chance to get the word out about what you have to offer!
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Employee of the Month

Our Employee of the Month honors for October 2018 go to Brenda Miller at our
Carrington Drug. Brenda was nominated
for her great customer service - always
greeting people with a smile and even
went the extra mile to deliver a prescription to someone who was sick at home.
She receives $20 in Carrington Cash and a
framed
certificate
for
her
efforts!

Congrats to Chelton Turpela - our Employee of the
Month for November! Chelton works at Arrowwood
Cenex C-store and was nominated by a customer
for his great customer service & always being a
friendly worker!

Have you received exceptional service or had someone go above and beyond in their job? You
can nominate them to receive the Chamber’s Employee of the Month award. The nomination
form is available at the Chamber office or online on our website www.cgtn-nd.com
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Trivia Time
What are the length of terms for
Chamber board members:
A. One year, can serve two terms consecutively.
B. Five years, limited to one term.
C. Three years, can serve two terms consecutively.

D. Can serve indefinitely

Be the FIRST person to email the
Chamber office with the correct trivia
answer and you could WIN $20 in
Carrington Cash, courtesy of the Carrington Area Chamber of Commerce!
chambergal@daktel.com
Jennifer Gast was the winner of our
last Trivia Time Question!

Board Profiles

Suzie LaBelle from Leevers Foods
joined the Chamber board mid term
when Drew Higgins moved. Suzie is the
Produce Manager and is a long time Carrington resident. She is married to Gary
and has 2 children and 2 grandchildren
(with another on the way). She enjoys
bowling & spoiling her grandkids. Suzie
says “The Chamber board is a great
board to be on to help with the development of Carrington.”

Matt Paulson, owner and pharmacist
at Carrington Drug fulfills the term of
Amie Aesoph when she took a new job
in Jamestown. Matt too, is a long time
resident of Carrington. He is married
to Tiffany and has 4 boys. Matt enjoys
hunting, fishing, classic cars, reading
and golfing. Matt says “I look forward
to joining the board again to help represent and promote Carrington’s businesses.”
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Board Meeting Minutes
CHAMBER BOARD MEETING
JANUARY 8, 2019 - 12:00 NOON
PIZZA RANCH
ATTENDING: Nikki Mertz, Suzie LaBelle, Matt Paulson, Rosie Mozelle, Linda Schuster, Scott Buchholtz and Laurie Dietz. Absent: Nicole Threadgold. The meeting was called to order by Chair Nikki
Mertz. Rosie moved to approve the minutes of the December 4, 2018 meeting, seconded by Scott. Motion carried. Financial report was presented. Rosie moved to approve the financial report, seconded by
Suzie. Motion carried.
OLD BUSINESS
Committee reports: Ambassadors: Held a ribbon cutting at Body Kneads Therapeutic Massage LLC in
December and ribbon cuttings are scheduled at Petals & Stems on January 10 along with KDAK on January 15 and also new owners of Rustic Nutrition H2O on February 18. Many businesses to recognize
currently and in the future! Pageant: Nothing new to report. Birding Drives Dakota: Meeting January
15 to talk about financial responsibilities and fundraising. Healthy Communities: We now have more
mental health resources in our community, Imagination Library is going well. Community education is
being planned (perhaps canvas painting). Working on underage drinking / social host campaign –
“NOT IN MY HOUSE”. JDA, CDC & CVB: JDA: Matt reported on the monthly JDA meeting held
earlier this morning. Several topics were covered including demolition of the grain elevator on Main
Street and old elementary school, possible new apartment building, possibility of a new restaurant locating here, etc. CDC: Have not met since October. CVB: See attached minutes. Carrington Endowment Fund: Received $12,775.00 in donations in 2018. This fund is very helpful to many local organizations. Membership Update: Working on drafting a new membership dues schedule.
Laurie has identified several businesses that she will work on recruiting for 2019 membership.
-Welcome Wagon: A few bags have gone out recently. Main St Beautification / Garden Club: Laurie
reported that the club met last night. Working on Yard Crasher Raffle and also Gardening Plus Saturday.
Carrington Industry Roundtable Discussions: Meeting was held on December 21 with a small attendance. Meeting notes were shared via email. A meeting in January at noon will be scheduled soon.
-Christmas Cash: As of today, we have redeemed $11,000.00. Way behind other years, most likely due
to no 10% free money perk.
-Electronic Sign: Laurie will check with Dennis on the progress of lease signing.
-Young Professionals Chamber Committee: This was discussed again at the Consider Carrington Initiative meeting last month. Laurie is inquiring at a business regarding holding more of a Business After
Hours event which could kick off a YP committee. Perhaps a 4:30 – 6 Also looking to have a family
friendly type grill out event in City Park this summer.
-2019 Events & committees: Laurie will bring the dates for February meeting. Board members are
asked to adopt an event or activity to keep tabs on and pitch in if necessary.
Residential Lighting Contest: Winners were announced in the Independent and on KDAK. As follows:
Simply Elegant: First Place: Justin & Kim Cook 207 Poplar Ave. Second Place: Doug & Janice Harildstad 915 4th St N. Most Unique: First Place: Dallas & Donna Anderson 656 2nd St N. Second
Place: Bill & Lynette Rindy 538 3rd St N. Griswold Award: First Place: Scott & Shannon Mehring
545 Joal Drive. Second Place: Kathy Cabler at 330 2nd St N. Carrington Cash prizes were awarded for
first place in each category.
CONTINUED NEXT PAGE
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Board meeting minutes continued
-Strategic Plan – Carrington / Foster County: Currently working on the grant and gathering info. Discussion on Strengthen ND with Megan Laudenschager to do the Strategic Plan.
-Rental Lease: We reviewed the lease. Will make some changes regarding parking and snow removal.
It was suggested to include verbiage regarding proof of general liability insurance. Matt moved to offer
the lease for a 3 year time span. Seconded by Linda, motion carried. Laurie will make the changes and
visit with Anna Grenz and Jan Bakke.
-2019 Budget Draft: Laurie provided a final draft of a 2019 budget that Nikki and she had adjusted
which included a slight increase in membership dues and the small increase in rent from Carrington
Daily Bread. After review, Rosie moved to approve the new membership dues schedule, seconded by
Scott. Motion carried. Suzie moved to approve the 2019 budget, seconded by Rosie. Motion carried.
-Laurie’s Annual Review: Nikki shared some ideas regarding increased days off (holidays and vacation) along with a $500.00 bonus which would equal an approximate 3.5% salary increase. Laurie left
the meeting for a short time to allow for discussion and review conversation. Rosie moved to approve
Laurie’s review and suggested paid time off as documented in the written review. Seconded by Linda,
motion carried. Laurie rejoined the meeting.
NEW BUSINESS
-Election of Officers: Linda moved to nominate Rosie for Secretary-Treasurer, seconded by Suzie, motion carried. Linda moved to nominate Scott for Vice Chairman. Seconded by Rosie, motion carried.
Scott nominated Nikki for Chairperson. Seconded by Linda, motion carried. Scott moved to cease
nominations and cast unanimous ballot for the above officers. Linda seconded and motion carried.
Laurie will add Rosie Mozelle to the signature cards on Chamber accounts and remove Katie Florhaug.
-Chamber Scholarship: Laurie brought a copy of the 2018 application for review. We’ll just update the
dates and then share some of the applications with businesses, Joan Copenhaver at CHS and post on our
website. A press release will be given to the Independent as well. This scholarship is only available to
seniors who are employed by Chamber member businesses / organizations.
-Annual Meeting of the Chamber, CVB, CDC and JDA: Several dates were discussed for March. Laurie will check with the other organizations on their input for a possible date.
-Other: Laurie brought up a Community Calendar project / fundraiser that was done in 2010-2011. Rosie moved to go ahead and develop the calendar featuring ads and coupons along with a photo contest.
Seconded by Linda, motion carried.
APPROVAL OF BILLS: Linda moved to approve and pay all bills presented. Seconded by Suzie, motion carried.
NEXT MEETING DATE: Tuesday, February 5 at the Garden Gate
Meeting adjourned.

Carrington Garden Club
Yard Crasher III raffle tickets are now available! There are
GREAT prizes besides the Grand Prize of the yard makeover.
Tickets are available at Bank Forward, Chamber office and
from Garden Club members. Proceeds go to beautification
projects!
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Board Meeting Minutes
CHAMBER BOARD MEETING
OFFICIAL MINUTES
DECEMBER 4, 2018 - 12:00 NOON
FARM CREDIT SERVICES
ATTENDING: Nikki Mertz, Dennis Swanson, Nicole Threadgold, Katie Florhaug, Suzie LaBelle, Matt
Paulson, Rosie Mozelle, Linda Schuster, Scott Buchholtz and Laurie Dietz. Absent: none. The meeting
was called to order by Chair Nikki Mertz. Linda and Scott were welcomed to the board. We all enjoyed a
delicious lunch catered by Brenda Gorseth of Woodward Farm. Dennis moved to approve the minutes of
the November 6, 2018 meeting, seconded by Nicole. Motion carried. Financial report was presented.
Suzie moved to approve the financial report, seconded by Katie. Motion carried.
OLD BUSINESS
Committee reports: Ambassadors: Several visits are upcoming. First, a ribbon cutting at Body Kneads
Therapeutic Massage LLC in December and KDAK in January for sure. Others are being scheduled.
Pageant: Nothing new to report. Birding Drives Dakota: Meeting December 5 to talk about financial
responsibilities and fundraising. Of note, the Birdwatcher’s Digest tour (Pipits in the Prairie is already
full). Healthy Communities: Laurie attended the November meeting. We now have more mental health
resources in our community, Imagination Library is going well. Community education is being planned
(perhaps canvas painting). JDA, CDC & CVB: JDA: Dennis reported on the monthly meeting held earlier this morning. Several topics were covered including deteriorating Main Street buildings, Education
Sponsorship Program, Strategic Planning etc. CDC: Met on October 29. CVB: See attached minutes.
Carrington Endowment Fund: Laurie shared a brochure and discussed the need for donations to the fund.
Each year our goal is $10,000. Many community organizations have received grants from this fund.
Membership Update: Renewals are coming in. Laurie will be contacting members that have not yet renewed. Welcome Wagon: Several bags have gone out to new residents recently. Short discussion on
new residents and new businesses. Main St Beautification / Garden Club: Dennis reported that they are
planning a 2nd Annual Gardening Plus Day for March 9 with speakers Don Kinzler and Joe Bergeson.
Yard Crashers III tickets will be available this month hopefully. -Carrington Industry Roundtable Discussions: Meeting was held on November 29 with good attendance. Meeting notes were shared via
email.
-Electronic Sign: Dennis reported that the lease has been mailed out to be signed. We will meet soon to
go over funding and sponsorships.
-Young Professionals Chamber Committee: Possibly work with Jen Whitman at CMC / Healthy Communities.
-Christmas Cash: Program has begun. Today is the first day Laurie received a call about redeeming
from a business. Looks to be a slow start.
-Christmas Around the Town/ Holiday Parade/Small Business Saturday: Laurie reported that Small
Business Saturday went ok. We could do more to promote this next year. So many people are shopping
online nowadays. The Light Parade last night went well – the weather was excellent. Parade winners
were Harildstad Tax (1st Place), Bremer Bank (2nd Place), Dakota Central and Grace Lutheran Church
(Honorable Mention).
Residential Lighting Contest: Nikki offered to find some judges and we will continue the three categories. Carrington Cash prizes will be given.
CONTINUED NEXT PAGE
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Board Meeting Minutes continued
-Chamber Board Election: The ballots went out in the November newsletter and we received 6 ballots.
No write in candidates thus, Linda Schuster and Scott Buchholtz will serve on our Chamber board beginning January 1, 2019.
-Strategic Plan – Carrington / Foster County: Discussion on writing a grant (Partners in Marketing Grant
from ND Dept of Commerce) to be used for strategic planning and also marketing (Consider Carrington).
After much discussion, it was decided that Laurie, Nikki and Nicole will meet this week to write the grant
and get it sent off ASAP as there are limited funds available. We will apply through the Carrington Economic Development for $20,000.00 with Carrington providing a 30% match.
NEW BUSINESS
-Rental Lease: In looking at the Chamber budget, it was mentioned that the rent to Carrington Daily
Bread has been at the same level for over 10 years. Nicole moved to increase the rent $50.00 per month to
$275.00. Seconded by Matt. Motion carried. Laurie will have a new lease drawn up and visit with Jan
Bakke and Anna Grenz of Carrington Daily Bread.
-2019 Budget Draft: Laurie provided a first draft of a 2019 budget. Nikki went over some ideas for membership dues schedule. No action taken. We will revisit this next month.
-Laurie’s Annual Review: Due to time constraints this will be addressed in January.
APPROVAL OF BILLS: Katie moved to approve and pay all bills presented. Seconded by Nicole, motion carried.
NEXT MEETING DATE: Tuesday, January 8.
Meeting adjourned.

Christmas Cash
There were not many Christmas Cash loans this year.
The lending institutions indicated that most consumers
were not as interested in the program this year without the 10% free money as was offered in the previous years. The Chamber redeemed $11,000.
The Chamber hopes to reinstate the 10% free money
for the next season which has been funded by city
sales tax dollars.

Carrington Cash
Great for gift giving~ CARRINGTON CASH!
Available at the Chamber office—it’s great for gift
giving for that hard to buy for person! We have two
denominations—fives and twenties.
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Members in the news
NDATC announces launch of new brand as BAND: Broadband Association of North Dakota
Carrington/Jamestown-based Dakota Central celebrates new brand

The North Dakota Association of Telecommunication Cooperatives (NDATC), an organization representing members of North Dakota’s independent telecommunication industry including Carrington and Jamestown - based Dakota Central, announced today the launch of a new brand and
identity. The organization will now be known as BAND: Broadband Association of North Dakota.
Dakota Central is one of 18 member organizations that are part of BAND. The change in name
reflects the commitment of the member organizations to evolve with the communication needs
of North Dakotans, with an important shift from telephone to broadband.
[Why BAND?] “As communication has shifted globally, our services have, too,” said GM/CEO
Keith Larson “We wanted our name to reflect that. It’s no longer about telephone — it’s about
broadband.”
BAND was formed sixty-five years ago when a group of North Dakota telephone cooperatives
met at the Patterson Hotel in Bismarck. Their mission: to guard against unfavorable legislation,
and to ensure the highest quality communication systems were available across North Dakota.
This mission has carried the organization through a revolutionary era of communication. At the
time of the association’s creation, a majority of rural North Dakota residents had party-line service, wires were strung from pole to pole and "long distance" calls were prohibitively expensive.
Today, rural areas of the State have access to some of the fastest and most affordable broadband technology found anywhere in the United States.
As communication methods evolved around the world, BAND and its member organizations have
evolved with them. In the past decade, Dakota Central has laid over 4,000 miles of fiber optic
across the Jamestown, Carrington and surrounding area, and has continued to expand further
into rural areas that were previously underserved. With a 100% Fiber-connected service area,
Dakota Central is a Certified Gig-Capable Provider, named by NTCA-The Rural Broadband Association.
[BAND commitment] “BAND and our member organizations have changed a lot in the past 65
years,” said Larson. “But what hasn’t changed is our commitment to working together, staying
innovative, and providing unparalleled service.”
Today, BAND and its member organizations continue to build off of their 65-year-old promise: to
evolve with the needs of its subscribers “at the end of the line.” Together, they are ensuring
North Dakota is the most connected state in the U.S.
"We don't know what services and technologies customers will use in the future,” said BAND executive Vice President David Crothers, "but we do know that it will be broadband and Internetbased and it will require more capacity and more speed in more places. Dakota Central and the
other independent broadband providers in North Dakota are committed to meeting that challenge just as we have done for the last 65 years."

Carrington Area Chamber of Commerce

871 Main Street
Carrington, ND 58421
Phone: 701-652-2524
E-mail:
chambergal@daktel.com
www.cgtn-nd.com

Like Us!

Looking ahead -

Here are some dates to jot down on your calendar:
March 9

2nd Annual Gardening Plus Saturday

March 19

Annual Kiwanis Pancake Day

March 28

Annual Meeting of the Chamber, CVB, CDC and JDA

May 18

Spring City Wide Yard Sales

