The Connection
CHAMBER

NEWSLETTER

FALL 2017

Calendar
of Events
Oct 12 Birding Drives Annual Mtg
Oct 15 Quilt Bingo
Oct 16 CVB board meeting
Oct 18 Ladies’ Night at Runnings
Oct 20 Christmas Cash Begins
Oct 25 Consider Carrington mtg
Oct 31 Trunk or Treat
Nov 7 Chamber board meeting

WHAT: Trunk or Treat Event—plan for 400 kids
WHEN: Tuesday, October 31—Halloween
WHERE: Main Street Carrington
WHY:
Tons of fun!
WHO: Businesses, organizations, church groups,
individuals and any others that want to have fun!

Chamber
Board
Kerry Anderson
Dennis Swanson
Katie Florhaug
Nikki Mertz
Amie Aesoph
Drew Higgins
Nicole Threadgold

The board meets the first
Tuesday of each month.

Our Scratch & WIN promotion was such a success
last year that we are doing it again! Businesses
are encouraged to sign up early. If you need ideas
for your prizes or want more information—contact
Laurie at the Chamber office—652-2524.
Or email: chambergal@daktel.com
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Ambassador Visits
Carrington Area Chamber
of Commerce Ambassadors held a ribbon cutting
for Central Pharmacy’s
Re-Grand Opening.
Extensive remodeling and
reorganizing of the pharmacy, gift shop, Hallmark
cards and more have
made a huge impact on
this busy Main Street
business.
Pictured left to right back
row:
Ashley Lutman, Bonnie
Monson, Randy Hooey,
Dr. Vern Anderson, Ron
Wenaas, Stacey
Rzaszutak, Nicole Threadgold, Jeff Welk, Ken Hansen. Middle row: Janell Hoheisel, Kristy Sauby,
Patty Burgess, Katie Florhaug, owner Shane Wendel. Front left: Peggy Rummel and Kristin Cabler.

Pictured left to right are: Geoff Theurer, Renee Hallwachs,
Jeanette Perleberg and Joni Parks (CCU employees), Nikki
Mertz and Denise Schuchard.

Chamber Ambassadors offered congratulations at our Carrington branch
of Community Credit Union this
spring as they celebrated 75 years
since the credit union was organized.
CCU organized as a federal credit union in February 1942 by a small group
of local farmers in New Rockford,
ND. It was organized to serve the
farmers that were members of the Eddy County Farmers’
Union and patrons of the Farmers Union Oil Co in New Rockford and Sheyenne, ND. It was later transferred to
a state charter with a community field
of membership. The credit union in
Fessenden merged early in the 1980s,
and Carrington merged in the early
1990s.
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Ambassador Visits
Jamestown Regional Medical Center (JRMC) held a ribbon cutting Wednesday, June 28, for their new
Satellite Specialty Clinic location which occupies the eastern portion of the Carrington Dental Care
building at 923 1st St. S. in Carrington. The ceremony featured culinary creations from Brenda
Gorseth of Woodward Farms in rural Cathay, each dish themed towards areas of care provided by
the clinic. The Carrington Area Chamber of Commerce Ambassadors sponsored the ceremony to welcome the JRMC Clinic to the Central City.
Persons present at the Ribbon Cutting were, left to right: Ambassadors Ashley Schulz, Brianne
Partlow and Chris Bichler (behind Partlow); Carmen McManus, Clinic RN; Ambassador Geoff Theurer;
MeLisa Roaldson, Clinic RN; Dr. Michael Dean, Orthopedic Surgeon; Dr. Rachael Renschler, Podiatrist
and Foot & Ankle Surgeon; Annette Hazelton, Clinic Manager (cutting ribbon); K.C. Deboer, JRMC
President and CEO; Ambassador Brenda Gorseth; Dr. Timothy Volk, Orthopedic Surgeon; Ricki Ramlo, Chief Operating Officer/HR Manager; Pat Walter, Physician Assistant, Orthopedics; and Sue Matthiesen, Audiologist.

Members of the Chamber Ambassador committee visited a
new business located within
the Ice Cream Shoppe located
on Hwy 281. The new microbusiness—aptly named Simple Coffee & Expresso, is
owned by Kim Watson and
features many specialty coffees, sweet treats, salads and
more. Pictured left to right:
Geoff Theurer, Brianne
Partlow, Katie Florhaug, Kim
Watson—owner, Stacey
Rzaszutak, Chris Bichler and
Dr. Vern Anderson.
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Ambassador Visits
Welcome to Carrington Agro Liquid! The
Agro Liquid fertilizer plant was the location for the latest ribbon cutting held by
the Carrington Area Chamber of Commerce Ambassadors committee. The fertilizer facility construction is complete and
is managed by Jared Volk of rural Carrington. The large green tank on site has
a 500,000 gallon capacity. Carrington
was chosen for the site due to its access
to rail and also it’s central location. All
product comes in by rail and goes out via
truck. Headquarters for the company is
located in St. John’s, Michigan and has
been in business since 1983. Find out
more at www.agroliquid.com
Pictured L to R: Denise Schuchard, Nikki
Mertz, Dr. Vern Anderson, District Manager Garrett Bancroft, Carrington Site Manager Jared Volk, Nicole Threadgold,
Stacey Rzaszutak, Brianne Partlow and
Ken Hansen.

Board Member Profile
We have three new board members starting their terms
in 2017. They are Amie Aesoph of Dakota Growers
Pasta Co., Drew Higgins of Leevers Foods and Nikki
Mertz of Farm Credit Services. In this issue, we’ll highlight Drew Higgins.

Drew works at Leevers Foods as a grocery manager. He has been in this position over a year.
He is single and grew up in Carrington. Drew moved from Carrington after high school and returned in 2015. Drew is interested in playing guitar and music production. He is looking forward
to working with the Chamber board and is glad to be more involved in the community.

We look forward to working with Drew in continuing to make Carrington a great place to live,
work and play!
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Board meeting minutes
CHAMBER BOARD MEETING
APRIL 4, 2017 - 12:00 NOON
BORDULAC BAR & GRILL
ATTENDING: Dennis Swanson, Jeff Welk, Nikki Mertz, Katie Florhaug, Amie Aesoph, and Laurie Dietz. ABSENT: Drew Higgins, Kerry Anderson. The meeting was called to order by Vice Chairman Dennis Swanson. Katie moved to approve the minutes of
the March 7, 2017 meeting, seconded by Amie. Motion carried. Financial report was presented. Nikki moved to approve the financial report, seconded by Katie. Motion carried.
OLD BUSINESS
Committee reports: Ambassadors – Most recent visit was to Community Credit Union to recognize their 75th anniversary. Central
Pharmacy’s remodel will most likely be next. Pageant – Cancelled for this year and nothing new to report. Birding Drives Dakota –
Plans continue for the festival. Healthy Communities –Did not attend March 21 meeting due to Kiwanis Pancake Day. Welcome
Wagon – We have 2-3 bags to deliver soon. Carrington Endowment –Applications are in and the advisory board will meet to make
their decisions on April 24. Membership Update – Renewals are coming in. The 2nd quarter renewal notices will be going out later
in April. CDC – JDA – CVB: CDC – Met yesterday and heard funding requests (childcare and wellness/fitness center). CVB minutes were shared. JDA- Dennis shared some information regarding their meeting this morning regarding funding requests.
-Carrington Garden Club: Dennis updated the board on the meeting held last night. There was good attendance with a lot of ideas.
Planting of the roundabout will take place in June. Sponsors for the flowering baskets are being sought. The Garden Club is very
active and a busy group – looking at a raffle, youth program (Gardening with the 4th graders). Retail & Promotion Committee – No
meeting.
- Pasta Days Celebration: Planning is coming along. Next meeting is tonight (April 4) at 6:30 pm at the Pizza Ranch. We’ll begin
advertising soon.
-Carrington Industry Roundtable Discussions: Recently, a meeting was held with representatives from the four boards (Chamber,
CDC, CVB and JDA) to discuss each group’s focus and mission. Discussion regarding housing, workforce and childcare also were
addressed. Another roundtable discussion group meeting will be scheduled for later in April.
Electronic Sign: Dennis reported that he has received the bids on electronic signs and is working with Jess Earle (County Emergency Manager) on a possible grant. This would be a great asset for our whole community.
-Scholarship Program: Four applications were reviewed and Jacey Retzlaff was chosen to receive the $500 scholarship. Either Kerry
or Laurie will present at Honors Night.
-Annual Meeting of Chamber, CDC, CVB, JDA: The meeting was held Tuesday, March 28 with a social at 5 pm and meal served at
6 pm with reports following. Everyone felt it went quite well.
- Customer Service & Grant Writing Workshops etc: The Grant Writing workshop will be held on April 27 at Dakota Central. We
need 10 – 15 participants and we already have some signed up. “Welcome To Our Town” training will be hosted by CVB and held
April 25 and 26 at the Foster County Fairgrounds community building.
-Spring City Wide Yard Sales: Will be held on May 20. Laurie has received some sign ups.
-Fundraising for Fireworks: The date has been set for May 25. Jeff has already organized workers etc.
This year we will have delivery too.
-Chamber Golf Day: Set for June 13. Will work on details in the coming weeks.
-Office Interior Update: Kerry and Laurie have not met yet but will do so soon.
NEW BUSINESS
-ND Tourism Industry Conference: This will be held April 17-18-19 in Bismarck. Laurie is attending and having a booth showcasing Pasta Days.
-Other: The Chamber office will also be closed April 10-14 as Laurie takes a few days vacation.
APPROVAL OF BILLS: Nikki moved to approve and pay all bills presented. Seconded by Jeff. Motion carried.
NEXT MEETING DATE: May 2 at the Garden Gate.
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Ambassador Visits

New owners at Central Steel Building and Construction received a visit recently from members of the Carrington Area Chamber of Commerce Ambassador Committee welcoming them to
our community. Partners Brad Steffen and Mitch Parker purchased the business from Mike and Jill
Thompson this spring. Central Steel is located at 6729 Hwy 200. They sell grain bins, lawn
mowers and more. Pictured at the ribbon cutting are Chamber Ambassadors Kaya Engen, Ron
Wenaas; new owner Brad Steffen; Chamber board member Nicole Threadgold; new owner Mitch
Parker; and Ambassadors Tiffany Paulson and Brianne Partlow.

Chamber Scholarship Winner
Kerry Anderson, Chamber Chairman, presented
Jacey Retzlaff with the $500.00 Chamber Scholarship at the Honors Night at CHS in May.
Jacey is employed at Golden Acres Manor.
Best wishes for success in your future Jacey!
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Board meeting minutes
CHAMBER BOARD MEETING
MAY 2, 2017 - 12:00 NOON
THE GARDEN GATE
ATTENDING: Kerry Anderson, Drew Higgins, Nikki Mertz, Jeff Welk, Amie Aesoph, and Laurie Dietz. ABSENT: Dennis Swanson, Katie Florhaug. The meeting was called to order by Chairman Kerry Anderson. Nikki moved to approve the minutes of the
April 4, 2017 meeting, seconded by Drew. Motion carried. Financial report was presented. Amie moved to approve the financial
report, seconded by Drew. Motion carried.
OLD BUSINESS
Committee reports: Ambassadors: Most recent visit was to Central Pharmacy to recognize their wonderful remodel. Pageant:
Nothing new to report. Birding Drives Dakota: Festival will be held June 14-18, 2017. Registrations continue to come although our
numbers are quite low this year. Healthy Communities: I did not attend April meeting due to being at the ND Travel Conference.
CDC & CVB: CDC met in April. Had 3 funding requests, tabled one and acted on 2. CVB: Shared minutes. JDA: Dennis absent –
no report. Carrington Endowment: We met April 24. Six projects were funded. One of which was a request for $3,000 from CDC
to help us with the Consider Carrington Initiative. Membership Update: Laurie will get the 2nd quarter renewals mailed out very
shortly. Welcome Wagon: There are 3 bags to go out soon. Laurie reported that she prepared several folders for the school to use
for interviewing new staff and also several going out to DGPC for new or possible hires. Main St Beautification / Garden Club:
Dennis stopped by the office this morning and shared news of the Garden Club meeting May 1st. They had good attendance at the
meeting. There has been great response from sponsors for the flowering baskets for this season. Roundabout planting date is June 9,
volunteers are welcome. The club has organized a raffle as well. Retail & Promotions: Nothing new to report.
- Pasta Days Celebration: Discussed the itinerary of events. Jeff posted on Facebook and boosted the info which has been helpful.
Working on getting posters etc ready. Band posters for the street dance have been received.
-Carrington Industry Roundtable Discussions: This group met on April 26. Notes from the meeting were shared with the board.
Erik from the Independent attended the roundtable discussion and had a good article in this week’s Independent. Next meeting is
scheduled for May 23.
Electronic Sign: Laurie reported that a group met recently to look at the quotes on electronic signs and Dennis working with Jess
Earle (County Emergency Manager) on a possible grant. Local dollars will also be needed. This would be a great asset for our whole
community.
-Scholarship Program: Kerry will present the scholarship award tonight at Honors Night.
- Customer Service & Grant Writing Workshops etc: “Welcome To Our Town” training was hosted by CVB and held April 25 and
26 at the Foster County Fairgrounds community building. Low number of participants this year. The Grant Writing Workshop had
to be rescheduled to May 18 due to bad weather conditions for the presenters to travel to Carrington.
-Spring City Wide Yard Sales: Will be held on May 20. Laurie has received several sign ups.
-Fundraising for Fireworks: The date has been set for May 25. The volunteer sheet was passed around with some changes made.
Kerry has reserved the grill for us to use.
-Chamber Golf Day: Set for June 13. Kerry will help with bingo again. Laurie will need some help with serving the meal.
-Office Interior Update: Kerry and Laurie have not met yet but will do so soon.
-ND Tourism Industry Conference: This was held April 17-18-19 in Bismarck. Laurie attended and CVB sponsored a booth showcasing Pasta Days.
- Other: Also discussion on finding someone to assist in the office during June and July busy times. Perhaps we may find a volunteer.
NEW BUSINESS
July 4th Celebration: Laurie shared information from the Fire Dept on the activities they have planned for the Independence Day
holiday – including a Rib Fest competition and free will offering food at the City Park etc. Discussion on renting inflatables for the
park. No action taken. We’ll go ahead with our parade at 5 pm.

APPROVAL OF BILLS: Nikki moved to approve and pay all bills presented. Seconded by Amie. Motion carried.
NEXT MEETING DATE: June 6 at Dakota Growers Pasta Co.
Meeting adjourned.

CHAMBER NEWSLETTER

PAGE 8

Board meeting minutes
CHAMBER BOARD MEETING
JUNE 6, 2017 - 12:00 NOON
PRAIRIE INN
ATTENDING: Kerry Anderson, Drew Higgins, Nikki Mertz, Dennis Swanson, Katie Florhaug and Laurie Dietz. ABSENT:
Amie Aesoph. The meeting was called to order by Chairman Kerry Anderson. Nikki moved to approve the minutes of the
May 2, 2017 meeting, seconded by Katie. Motion carried. Financial report was presented. Dennis moved to approve the financial report, seconded by Katie. Motion carried.
OLD BUSINESS
Committee reports: Ambassadors: A few visits upcoming. Central Steel Building & Construction – new owner ribbon cutting
scheduled for June 9 at 11:30 am. Another ribbon cutting later in June will be the satellite clinic of Jamestown Regional Medical
Center (locating visiting specialists in Dr. Jay Bauer’s building). Pageant: Nothing new to report. Birding Drives Dakota: Festival
will be held June 14-18, 2017. Registrations continue to come in and numbers are looking better. Healthy Communities: Working
with Foster Co Public Health and the PFS grant (Partners for Success) to address underage drinking in our area. CDC & CVB:
CDC met in April. Had 3 funding requests, tabled one and acted on 2. CVB: Shared minutes. JDA: Dennis shared info from
JDA meeting earlier in the day. Carrington Endowment: Checks have arrived and we are taking photos of the presentations. Membership Update: Second quarter renewals are coming in. Newest Chamber member is Jamestown Regional Medical Center’s new
satellite clinic. Welcome Wagon: Laurie has been getting some welcome bags out to new residents. Main St Beautification / Garden
Club: Dennis reported that the Roundabout planting will take place on Friday, June 9 and anyone is welcome to help out that
day. The Backyard Crasher Raffle ticket sales are going well. The Garden Club held a gardening learning workshop with 3 rd
graders last month and it was well organized and well received. The club is planning to have a parade entry in the Independence Day Parade. Retail & Promotions: Nothing new to report.
- Pasta Days Celebration: Discussed the itinerary of events. Posters are ready. Band posters for the street dance have been received. There are activities planned for each day of the week-long event.
-Carrington Industry Roundtable Discussions: This group met on May 23. There have been a lot of marketing ideas and some those
are coming to fruition. Some discussion on a video to be used for marketing etc.
Electronic Sign: Dennis has been working with Jess Earle (County Emergency Manager) on a possible grant. Local dollars will
also be needed. This would be a great asset for our whole community.
- Grant Writing Workshop: This was held on May 18 with about 12 attendees (a few from Stutsman County). Presenters were
from Rural Health in Grand Forks and it was a great workshop with wonderful resources. Perhaps we can hold this every other
year.
-Spring City Wide Yard Sales: Was held on May 20. There were approximately 50 sale sites. Quite busy around town but the
weather wasn’t wonderful.
-Fundraising for Fireworks: This was held on May 25. We had a great group of workers - Kerry Anderson, Jeff Welk, Drew Higgins, Vern Anderson, Nikki Mertz, Katie Florhaug, Mary Swanson, Skyler Patzer and Sheila Harrington. We raised over $2,600
for the fireworks fund. Dennis has taken care of ordering the fireworks. Nikki moved to donate $50 to the Golden Acres
Manor Foundation for use of their grill. Seconded by Katie, motion carried. Thanks to Kerry for cleaning the grill and refilling
the propane.
-Chamber Golf Day: Our 30th Annual will take place on June 13. A sign up sheet was passed around for volunteers for the day’s
events at Crossroads Golf. Bessette Motors will once again sponsor the Hole In One Contest.
-Office Interior Update: Kerry will have Rosie come down and do some measuring and we’ll get moving on choosing the
flooring very soon.
-July 4th Celebration & Parade: Parade will take place at 5 pm. We have received some entries already. The Fire Department is
going forward with fun events in the park including a RibFest.
NEW BUSINESS
-Open Board Position: Jeff Welk has moved to Grand Forks and Laurie reported that Nicole Threadgold is available and willing to serve Jeff’s unexpired term. She will join us at our July meeting.
-Youth Track Meet: Mary and Shane Wendel will chair this annual event again this year. A date in July will be chosen very
soon.
-Other: Laurie read a letter requesting sponsors for the Petting Zoo at the Foster Co Fair. No action taken.
Continued next page . . .
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Board meeting minutes cont’d
Laurie shared information on the Ag Tour that the Jamestown Chamber and our Chamber are working on. The date is July 18
and the tour stops are: Arrowwood Wildlife Refuge Visitors Center, Darren Bennett’s baling facility, Ostlie’s Sunnyside Acres,
Dakota Sun Gardens & Winery followed by a BBQ at Ag Country Farm Credit Services in Jamestown to end the tour.
APPROVAL OF BILLS: Katie moved to approve and pay all bills presented. Seconded by Drew. Motion carried.
NEXT MEETING DATE: July 11 at Dakota Growers Pasta Co. Meeting adjourned.

Find out more Find out more about Chamber and community activities by listening to ‘Here’s What’s Happening’ on KDAK radio Mondays at 8:40 am, on KSJB radio on Tuesdays at 1:08 pm and by reading the occasional Chamber Chatter articles in the Foster County Independent.
An email goes out each Monday morning outlining the events of the week in the Central City.
Sign up for your free email each week by contacting the Chamber office—652-2524.

Employee of the Month

May Employee of the Month honors go
to Mitch Otten who works for the City of
Carrington. Mitch was nominated for
his willingness to go above and beyond
in his work duties. The Carrington Area
Chamber of Commerce presented Mr.
Otten with a framed certificate and $20
in Carrington Cash.

Have you received exceptional service or had someone go above and beyond in their job? You
can nominate them to receive the Chamber’s Employee of the Month award. The nomination
form is available at the Chamber office or online on our website www.cgtn-nd.com
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Board meeting minutes
CHAMBER BOARD MEETING
JULY 11, 2017 - 12:00 NOON
DAKOTA GROWERS PASTA CO
ATTENDING: Kerry Anderson, Drew Higgins, Amie Aesoph, Dennis Swanson, Nicole Threadgold and Laurie Dietz. ABSENT: Nikki Mertz, Katie Florhaug. The meeting was called to order by Chairman Kerry Anderson. Kerry welcomed Nicole
Threadgold to the board. She will fill the vacancy of Jeff Welk as he has moved. Drew moved to approve the minutes of the
June 6, 2017 meeting, seconded by Dennis. Motion carried. Financial report was presented. Dennis moved to approve the
financial report, seconded by Amie. Motion carried.

OLD BUSINESS
Committee reports: Ambassadors: Recently held a ribbon cutting and welcome for the new satellite clinic of Jamestown Regional
Medical Center (locating visiting specialists in Dr. Jay Bauer’s building). Other ribbon cuttings and visits are planned for the
near future. Pageant: Nothing new to report. Birding Drives Dakota: Festival went well. The attendees were generally pleased
and saw many bird species. We had approximately 50-55 attendees. Healthy Communities: No July meeting. CDC & CVB:
CDC met in April and will meet this summer. CVB: Working on Pasta Days. JDA: Dennis shared info from JDA meeting
earlier in the day. Membership Update: Third quarter renewals are scheduled to be sent out within a month. Welcome Wagon:
There are some new residents and Laurie will work on getting some Welcome bags ready in the upcoming weeks. Main St Beautification / Garden Club: Dennis reported that the roundabout planting went well. The perennial plants are young but show great
promise. The flowering baskets are looking good and there was good support for the program again this summer. The Backyard Crasher Raffle was a success. The Garden Club also had a parade entry in the Independence Day Parade. Retail & Promotions: Nothing new to report.
- Pasta Days Celebration: Discussed the itinerary of events. There are activities planned for each day of the week-long event. It
seems interest in participating is somewhat low.
-Carrington Industry Roundtable Discussions: Last met in May. Denise Schuchard is working on a video for promotion of Carrington that will be available for use by local organizations.
Electronic Sign: Laurie reported that according to Jess Earle, we didn’t get approval for the grant we were seeking. However, she
is willing to continue to seek grant funding sources.
-Office Interior Update: Rosie came down and did some measuring and we’ll get moving on choosing the flooring very soon.
-Chamber Golf Day recap: Our 30th Annual event took place on June 13. Scramble was postponed due to weather but it was held
on the next Tuesday – a beautiful evening for golfing. There were about 8 teams participating. There were many golfers for
Open Golf on the afternoon of June 13 and we served the meal and also did evening Bingo.
-July 4th Celebration & Parade recap: Parade took place at 5 pm reported Dennis. There was a good number of entries. It was
difficult to find Color Guard to present the flags. The parade winners were: First Place for Vehicle: Justin Johnson with his
1977 Ford LTD police cruiser. First Place for Best Use of Theme: HiWay Drive In and First Place for Best Float Entry: Carrington Youth Center. All received Carrington Cash prize money. It was a scorching hot afternoon. The Fire Department did
not have any takers for the Rib Contest but served hundreds in the park with their menu they planned.
-Youth Track Meet: Mary and Shane Wendel will chair this annual event again this year. The date is Monday, July 17 at Stadium
76. Water and ice cream will be available. Medals/ribbons are ready.
NEW BUSINESS
-Junk Fest Brochure: Laurie inquired whether she should go ahead and work on this for the upcoming Junk Fest to be held September 9 at the Foster County Fairgrounds. We will go ahead and the board shared ideas for possible advertisers. Some discussion on a Chamber booth at Junk Fest too.
-Other: Dennis Swanson proposed that Wholesale Ag would like to contribute financially to the fireworks display for 2019 so
that a super spectacular show can be had. The board was appreciative of this and we’ll plan to continue fundraising for fireworks in the future.
APPROVAL OF BILLS: Dennis moved to approve and pay all bills presented. Seconded by Amie. Motion carried.
NEXT MEETING DATE: August 1 at Wholesale Ag and we’ll order from Casey’s. Dennis will chair the meeting if Kerry is
absent.
Meeting adjourned.
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Board meeting minutes
.
CHAMBER BOARD MEETING
AUGUST 1, 2017 - 12:00 NOON
WHOLESALE AG PRODUCTS
ATTENDING: Dennis Swanson, Drew Higgins, Nikki Mertz, Katie Florhaug, Amie Aesoph, Nicole Threadgold and Laurie
Dietz. ABSENT: Kerry Anderson. The meeting was called to order by Vice-Chairman Dennis Swanson. Amie moved to approve the minutes of the July 11, 2017 meeting, seconded by Nicole. Motion carried. Financial report was presented. Nikki
moved to approve the financial report, seconded by Drew. Motion carried.
OLD BUSINESS
Committee reports: Ambassadors: Next ribbon cutting visit/event is planned for Thursday, Aug 3 at Simple Coffee & Expresso –
new business opened by Kim Watson. Pageant: Nothing new to report. Birding Drives Dakota: Have not had a board meeting but
the financials show the festival in the black which is good news. Healthy Communities: No July meeting. JDA, CDC & CVB:
CDC met July 18 and approved tuition program for new nurse practitioner coming to Carrington Medical Center. CVB: See attached minutes. JDA: Dennis reported there was no board meeting held this morning. Membership Update: Nothing new to report.
Welcome Wagon: There are some new residents and Laurie will work on getting some Welcome bags ready in the upcoming weeks.
Main St Beautification / Garden Club: Dennis reported the Garden Club meets on Monday, Aug 7 and will have a mini yard tour at
members gardens. The Yard Crasher raffle was a success. The roundabout plants continue to do well and also the flowering baskets. Retail & Promotions: Nothing new to report. Laurie will look at getting the Christmas Scratch and WIN promotion going
this fall.
- Pasta Days Celebration - Recap: Discussed the itinerary of events. Some activities were well attended and some not as much. Amie
suggested if it is to be an annual event – perhaps holding it as a 2 or 3 day max would work better rather than activities all week.
-Carrington Industry Roundtable Discussions: Last met in May. Amie and Laurie will get a meeting set up for early September. Some
discussion on marketing – of note: a couple of informational kiosks placed at the Hwy 200-281 interchange (Casey’s corner) and
at City Park. Still working on this as well as other items.
Electronic Sign: Dennis reported that it would still be a good idea to move forward with a business plan and gather community
support. Also discussed a low interest loan etc. Drew, Laurie and Dennis will plan to meet over lunch in the near future.
-Office Interior Update: Laurie has samples of flooring at the office and Ryan Zink has stopped by to evaluate the project. Board
members and Laurie will plan to remove the old carpet.
-Youth Track Meet - Recap: Mary and Shane Wendel chaired this event and we appreciate all of their hard work. Approximately 90100 youth participated and it was nice weather.
-Junk Fest Brochure: Laurie is working on the JunkFest brochure. There are no open vendor booth spaces available at the event
this year.
NEW BUSINESS
-Fall City Wide Yard Sales- This event is scheduled for Sept 16 and Laurie has flyers ready to post and shared some with the board.
APPROVAL OF BILLS: Nicole moved to approve and pay all bills presented. Seconded by Amie. Motion carried.
NEXT MEETING DATE: September 11.
Nicole moved to adjourn the meeting, seconded by Drew. Meeting adjourned.
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Renewing Your Chamber Membership
Membership renewals have been mailed out. We sincerely appreciate your support as our
board of directors works diligently to put your dollars to work for our members and community. A focus in 2017 has been workforce challenges along with childcare shortages and rental
housing. The Carrington Industry Roundtable discussions have been helpful in identifying
those needs and some solutions. On your membership renewal form you will have the opportunity to give financial support to this endeavor. We have begun a marketing campaign
known as Consider Carrington. Please take a moment to check out the new FACEBOOK
page— Consider Carrington!

Like us on Facebook—keep up with what’s happening with the
Carrington Area Chamber of Commerce and also our Carrington
Convention & Visitors Bureau! NEW: Consider Carrington!
CHECK IT OUT TODAY!

Consider Carrington Initiative
What’s it all about?
It’s about employment opportunities, a great and growing community, affordable housing,
childcare, community assets, moving forward and more!
Come to the next roundtable meeting on Wednesday, October 25 at 1 pm at the Chieftain
to hear about it or stop by the Chamber office!

Carrington Garden Club
The Carrington Garden Club has been very busy. Some highlights include organizing the spectacular hanging flower baskets around Carrington, setting up a fair booth, an entry in the Independence Day parade,
coming up with a beautiful and creative landscape plan for our new
roundabout which is growing very nicely, and spearheading the fantastic
Yard Crasher Raffle!
The Carrington Garden Club meets on the first Monday of each month. If
anyone would like more information, please contact the Chamber office
at 652-2524 or co-chairs Dennis Swanson and Lori Cook. New members
are always welcome!
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Christmas Around the Town
It’s not too early to start planning for
our annual Christmas Around the
Town event! This year the date will
be Monday, December 4.
We encourage Chamber members to
have special sales, door prize drawings, promotions or something special
to attract customers to their business.
A nice touch would be some goodies
and coffee or cider for shoppers. This
is a wonderful opportunity to
encourage folks to SHOP LOCAL!
Please notify the Chamber office if you
are participating so we can add you to
our marketing for this event. Thanks!

Carrington Cash
Puzzled over what to buy for that birthday, anniversary
or thank you gift? How about CARRINGTON CASH?
Available at the Chamber office—it’s great for gift giving
for that hard to buy for person! We have two denominations—fives and twenties.

Welcome Bags for New Residents
The Chamber puts together the Welcome bags for new residents in our community. If you have
something from your business that you would like to contribute, please contact the Chamber office.
You are invited to submit coupons, pens, little freebies, business cards, brochures or whatever you
would like to promote your business.

Don’t miss this chance to get the word out about what you have to offer!

Carrington Area Chamber of Commerce

871 Main Street
Carrington, ND 58421
Phone: 701-652-2524
E-mail:
chambergal@daktel.com
www.cgtn-nd.com

Like Us!

Looking ahead Here are some dates to jot down on your calendar:
October 12

Birding Drives Dakota Annual Meeting

October 15

Quilt Bingo

October 18

Ladies’ Night at Runnings

October 20

Christmas Cash Program begins

October 25

Consider Carrington Initiative Roundtable Meeting

October 31

Trunk or Treat

November 16 Crossroads Golf Annual Meeting
December 4

Christmas Around the Town & Light Parade

